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COURTESY OF HART

HART will receive 45% of the 2022
surtax revenue if voters pass it as is.

Hillsborough County officials
move new transportation surtax
forward
Mar 23, 2022, 12:37pm EDT Updated: Mar 23, 2022, 3:08pm EDT

Hillsborough County commissioners
voted 6-1 to direct the county
attorney's office to draft a 1%
transportation surtax ordinance for a
potential referendum on the
November ballot.

The plan would devote 45% of the
funds to the Hillsborough Area
Regional Transit Authority after
discussing whether or not to lower
that percentage to either 40% or 42%.

The motion was spearheaded by Commissioner Gwen Myers, who
threaded the line between the commissioners looking out for
unincorporated Hillsborough County's interests (Stacy White and
Ken Hagan) and the Tampa-focused commissioners (Pat Kemp,
Kimberly Overman, Mariella Smith and Harry Cohen).

The drafting of the ordinance marks an important step in the
passing of a surtax, which business leaders say is desperately
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needed to address transportation deficits that saddle growth and
efficiency.

"I'm willing to step back because I want the transportation tax
passed come November," Myers said. "That's the goal. I want to be
clear. ... We need a new source of revenue. We cannot do anything
without that."

The county attorney still must write the ordinance and the board of
commissioners will then finalize the ordinance at another meeting
at a to-be-determined date.

"We can listen to what people will have to say to us in the next two
weeks," Cohen said. "I'm sure they won't be shy about emailing us
and stopping us in the aisles at Publix to give us their opinions. And
then we can nail down the final numbers when it comes back to
us."

At the heart of Wednesday's discussion was how to make the tax
"politically palatable," as Hagan said. He noted that he has heard all
the arguments in his time on the county commission, which has
spanned 20 years. In that time, a transportation surtax has never
fully come to fruition.

Commissioners all agreed that a surtax would be the way to
address current financial shortfalls but disagreed on the allocation
percentages. The 2018 surtax, ruled unconstitutional by the Florida
Supreme Court, allocated 45% to HART and the rest to roads. It was
approved by 57% of voters.

White alleged that the previous surtax campaign misled voters,
citing nonexistent evidence that voters assumed the tax dedicated
more to road funding than the reality.

"They well knew what those percentages were in 2018," Kemp said
in response.

Mayor Jane Castor wrote a letter on Tuesday night to each of the
elected officials urging them to support HART at a 45% clip,
Commissioner Mariella Smith said. The Tampa Bay Chamber of
Commerce and the Urban League also spoke in support of the
transit.
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Lynda Remund, CEO of the Tampa Downtown Partnership, and
Santiago Corrada, CEO of Visit Tampa Bay, urged the
commissioners to move the 1% surtax forward during Wednesday's
public comment.

Henry Queen
Reporter
Tampa Bay Business Journal
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