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AERIAL INNOVATIONS

Downtown Tampa skyline

Tampa ranked No. 4 in the U.S. for
net inflow of residents in 2020,
beating Charlotte and Austin
Feb 5, 2021, 6:35am EST

Tampa is among the U.S. cities seeing
the biggest influx of new residents in
the wake of the novel coronavirus
pandemic.

A report released Thursday by real
estate brokerage Redfin ranked
Tampa fourth in the U.S. in terms of
the biggest net inflow of new
residents. Tampa gained about
47,000 people last year, according to
Redfin, which cites its own research
as well as U.S. Census Bureau figures as the source of its
information.

It is the most residents Tampa gained in any year in the last decade
with the exception of 2016.

The three cities that saw more new residents than Tampa were all in
the Sunbelt: Phoenix ranked No. 1 with 80,000 new residents;
Dallas was second with 75,000; Orlando rounded out the top three
with 60,000 new residents. Austin came in fifth place, followed by
Austin, Texas; Las Vegas; Atlanta; Greenville, South Carolina;
Charlotte, North Carolina; and Knoxville, Tennessee.

The Redfin report comes weeks after real estate data company
Zillow predicted Tampa would be among the hottest housing
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markets in the U.S. in 2021, along with Denver, Phoenix, Nashville,
Tennessee, and Austin, Texas.

Charlotte, Austin and Atlanta are Tampa Bay's biggest competitor
cities for corporate relocations and regional headquarters. An
influx of new residents means rising demand for housing, and
Redfin notes a crunch in the area's housing market. The number of
homes for sale in Tampa fell more than 31 percent in 2020
compared to 2019; at the same time, the median home price rose
more than 12 percent to $275,000 as of December. New
construction permits declined more than 25 percent year-over-
year.

A flight to the Sunbelt comes as remote workers are fleeing high-
cost, tax- and regulation-heavy areas like California and New York.
Redfin's data shows the New York City metro area lost more than
273,000 residents last year, and Los Angeles lost more than
124,000. Chicago lost more than 107,000 residents.

“For the past two years I’ve felt like everyone is leaving Los
Angeles, and that has intensified during the pandemic. More than
half of my sellers are moving to a different area,” Los Angeles
Redfin agent Lindsay Katz said in a statement. “A lot of young
families are moving back to their hometowns to be near their
parents, moves they can now make because they’re working
remotely.

"People are realizing that if they leave Los Angeles and move to a
place like the Midwest or Florida, they can afford to live on just one
income because their mortgage is cut in half and tax bills are
lower.”

Ashley Gurbal Kritzer
Senior Reporter
Tampa Bay Business Journal
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