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AERIAL INNOVATIONS

Midtown Tampa under construction in July 2020
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Midtown Tampa starts to take a shape as a retail
destination in the Covid-19 era
Aug 17, 2020, 7:35am EDT

When plans for Midtown Tampa first went
public in 2018, developer Bromley Cos. and its
peers were armed with experiential concepts to
lure people off their smartphones and onto
their properties: restaurants, movie theaters,
grocery stores, gyms and salons.

Developers like Bromley were never counting
on traditional anchors like department stores;
those were well on their way to becoming retail
relics pre-Covid. But in the wake of the novel
coronavirus pandemic, the retail tenants that fall into that internet-proof,
experience-based category are challenged at best and bankrupt at worst.

Yet the retail space at Midtown, which will open in early 2021 at the intersection of
Dale Mabry Highway and Interstate 275, is 80 percent leased with an impressive
roster of local and national names. The district includes 240,000 square feet of
retail space; that 80 percent estimate, from Bromley CEO Nicholas Haines, does
not includes tenants that have not yet been announced.

"We're humbled by the interest at Midtown," Haines told the Tampa Bay Business
Journal. "It's a terribly difficult environment."

Midtown counts a few factors in its favor that were beyond Bromley's control.
There's been a dearth of retail development in the Tampa Bay region for years,
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leading to pent-up demand for new space in a central location like Midtown. The
district's two biggest leases were signed well over a year ago, long before the
pandemic was part of any negotiations. Its timing in relation to the pandemic is
fortuitous; opening a year earlier, at the beginning of the pandemic, would have
been more difficult for retail tenants to weather.

Bromley has looked to align itself with local and national operators that are nimble
enough to adapt: Chef Chris Ponte has already expanded his flagship restaurant in
Midtown from 5,000 to 7,000 square feet to add larger tables and more space for
guests to feel comfortable. Jamal Wilson, founder of the Hall on Franklin, said his
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Midtown location will step up its offerings on Uber Eats and other third-party
delivery apps.

Whole Foods Market, which one of the first big leases Midtown announced, is
owned by e-commerce giant Amazon.com. There's speculation in retail real estate
circles that the new Whole Foods, which is relocation from a nearby shopping
center, will offer more pickup and delivery options than ever before.

Here's a list of every retail tenant Midtown has announced to date:

Whole Foods Market: 48,400 square feet, the grocer's largest location in the Tampa
area
Outdoors retailer REI Co-op: 22,500 square feet
True Food Kitchen, a health-oriented restaurant backed by Oprah Winfrey: 5,100
square feet
Chef Chris Ponte's flagship restaurant: 7,000 square feet
Shake Shack: 3,200 square feet
Burtons Grill and Bar, a polished casual American steak and seafood restaurant:
7,000 square feet
F45 Training, a group fitness gym: 2,500 square feet
BellaBrava, a second location of the St. Petersburg Italian restaurant: 4,570 square
feet
Joffrey's Tea and Coffee, flagship cafe: 1,500 square feet
Royal Pets Market & Resort, 8,000 square feet
The Hall at Midtown, a food hall by Hall on Franklin founder Jamal Wilson: 8,000
square feet
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